ence - reach out!

2009 Theme: ‘Be the difference that makes a differ

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of the College,

Last Tuesday, the race that stops a nation provided some wonderful headlines for
newspaper editors and journalists - ‘Shocking Results in Cup’, ‘Bart’'s View is a
Shocking Win’, are two that | liked. | am sure much fun was had with many more puns.
Whilst it may be easy to criticise the millions wagered on a horse race, in addition to the
cost of the racing industry and staging of the Spring Carnival, | prefer to accentuate the
positives of the event in building spirit, community and uniting us as one, even for a few
minutes. The generosity of this community once more, came to the fore with almost
$1,600 raised on the day. This was presented to Br Aengus Kavanagh fsp, Provincial of
the Patrician Brothers by the College Captain, Domenic Leonello, at the annual staff
Melbourne Cup luncheon. | am sure there were many other such fundraising activities
around the nation which benefited many charities.

In Sunday’'s Gospel (Mk.12:38-44) Jesus and his disciples were doing a little people
watching and they noticed an ordinary widow making a simple donation to the temple
treasury in Jerusalem. Mark describes this as a simple act of devotion. The wealthy
have been coming along putting in large sums and receiving recognition for their great
generosity. Jesus observes they had put in what they could spare, whereas the poor
widow was making a sacrifice that actually hurt. Moreover, she was not doing this for
show but out of a personal sense of devotion and responsibility, having no idea anyone
was watching. One can only ponder if the wagers and ‘sweeps’ of the Melbourne Cup
could have been also used to benefit others, as our College gift will be to the Delany
Foundation.

It is interesting how sometimes we can miss the gift that others give us when that gift is
not tangible. Very often just by being there people can be gifts to us and we may only
realise this when they are no longer there.

The one thing we may live to regret is that we have not taken full advantage of
opportunities that came to us along the way. Reflection and discernment on the subtle
ways gifts come to us, especially in the people in our lives who are gifts to us, is an
excellent way of ‘counting our blessings’. We can be generous to others not just in
financial but many other socially supportive ways such as simple encouragement. This
latter gift comes from the heart and when given away freely and with abandon it makes
an extraordinary difference to other people’s lives - and our own.

There is a story told of Mahatma Gandhi who was stepping aboard a train one day when
one of his shoes slipped off and fell onto the track. He was unable to retrieve it as the
train began to move off. To the amazement of his companions Gandhi calmly took off
the other shoe and threw it on the track to land near the first one. A fellow passenger
asked him why he did that. Gandhi smiled and replied, ‘The poor man who finds the
shoe on the track will now have a pair he can use.’

‘We must possess love before we can give.

(Blessed Mother Teresa)

Best Wishes and God'’s Blessings,

John Killeen
College Principal

A Patrician Brothers’ College

Fairfield Newsletter

Important Dates

Thursday, 12th November
HSC Exams.
Yrs.7, 8 & 9 Exams.
MCS Cricket / Basketball.

Friday, 13th November
HSC Exams Conclude.
School Certificate -
Computer Skills.
Luna Park Excursion for
Dixon House.

Saturday, 14th November
Yrs.7 & 8 Working Bee.

Monday, 16th November
Yr.9 Exams.
Yr.8 RE Testing Day.
Prayer in Chapel, 1.15pm.

Tuesday, 17th November
Immunisation—Yrs.7 & 10.

Wednesday, 18th November
Vietnamese Parent Meeting,
12.30—2.30pm.
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, 1.15pm.
Yr.12 Formal, 7.00pm.

Thursday, 19th November
MCS Cricket / Basketball.

Friday, 20th November
Reconciliation, 1.10pm.
Yrs.7, 8 & 9 Disco.

Telephone:
Fax:

9728 4488
9727 7651

268 The Horsley Drive, Fa
www.pbcfairfield.cathol

irfield NSW 2165
ic.edu.au



Educating Boys in the tradition of the Patrician Br

others since 1953

Please remember in your prayers -

Recently Deceased:
Michael Kokegei

Those Who Are Sick:
Mrs Eileen Marshall Mrs Maggie Baty
Mr Ron Borg Mr Joshua Williams
Mr Andrzej Chorobski  Mr Andrew Knight
Mrs Lorraine Mason

Message from the Religious Education Coordinator:

Celebrating the 100 ™ Anniversary of the Death of Blessed
Mother Mary of the Cross MacKillop (1842-1909)

Year of the Priest — 19 ™ June 2009 to 19 ™ June 2010
HSC AND SC PRAYER

Our prayers are with our Year 12 students who continue
their HSC exams and our Year 10 students for their SC
exams. May this prayer bring our students and their
families support:

Heavenly Father, we ask you to watch over our
students, as they complete their HSC Examinations.
May your Spirit of Light give them wisdom,

May your Spirit of Silence give them calmness,
May your Spirit of Courage give them confidence,

May your Spirit of Power give them firm knowledge
May your Spirit of Peace give them patience.
Lord, continue to watch over their journey and bles S
their lives with the signs of your loving presence.
We ask this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen
Mary, Seat of Wisdom, pray for us.
St Patrick, pray for us.
St Patrick and Blessed Mother Mary MacKillop
pray for us.

and

NOVEMBER THE MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS

Every Monday and Wednesday in
November at lunchtime, prayer in
the Chapel will be given to pray for
the faithful departed.

Eternal rest grant unto them O
Lord and may perpetual light
= shine upon them. May they rest
NNk ,ff&‘w"n in peace. Amen

During November, | encourage students to visit the
Chapel for private prayer.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY CHRISTMAS
HAM PER APPEAL 2009

- === The College is ready to support
- the St Vincent de Paul Society in
its Annual Christmas Hamper
Appeal. The Appeal will run from
§ the 5™ November to 4"
December. The following grocery
| items may be brought to school
and will be collected each
morning: tinned tuna/salmon,
tinned vegetables, Christmas cake/fruit cake, peanu  t
butter/vegemite, tinned fruits, jams, pasta/pasta
sauce, beetroot, mixed beans/baked beans, biscuits,
lollies, rice, nuts, cordials, soft drinks, tea, coffee.
(No alcohol or tobacco products).

YEAR 8 ARCHDIOCESAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
TEST

Year 8 students will sit for this test on Monday 16™
November, 2009 . The College is one school in the
Archdiocese trialling this test. The test is to gauge the
level of religious literacy in our schools. The test will
consist of 50 multiple choice questions. Please ensure
your son has a 2B or B pencil and eraser.  Individual
student reports, certificates and school results will be
posted to schools on Wednesday 9" December, 2009.

FAREWELL TO FATHER DAMIAN

As previously mentioned in the LINK, Father Damian,
Assistant Priest at St Gertrude’s, Smithfield, has been
appointed to Berrima Parish. Father Damian’s Farewell
Mass will be on Saturday 21 * November at 6pm.

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION - THIRTY SECOND
SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME B

EEE In this Gospel Mark recalls the gift of
the widow, who put into the treasury all
she had because it was her contribution
to her God. The contrast is that while
others put in their surplus money and
let others know, this widow put in all
' she had, two coins. The fact that Jesus
makes known she is a widow is further
testimony to her love and commitment
for God. She is a model of what it means to practice self
sacrifice; the sacrifice needed to be a disciple of Jesus
Christ. The widow did not hold back but gave herself to
God. Are we prepared to give till it hurts like the widow
in our service, to Christ and others in order to continue
His mission of hope, love and salvation?

Maria Duce
St Patrick and Blessed Mary MacKillop, pray for us
Live Jesus in our hearts, forever

Mr Christopher Neaves
Religious Education Coordinator

cprsleo
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Striving for Educational Excellence in the Patricia

n Tradition

2010 PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE
Have you begun the Premier's Reading Challenge? The
2010 Challenge has started. Be in it to be a winner of a
Certificate from the Premier of NSW.

This Certificate will be used in the resume you produce
in Year 10. Four Academic Certificates will be yours
when you complete the Challenge of reading 20 (twenty)
books. These Certificates go towards your Bronze and
Silver Awards. Forms for this Challenge are available
from Ms Goehner in the Library. All the books are
available for Fiction and Non Fiction reading. The nine
students who read the most will be taken to the Writer's
Luncheon in September 2010. There you will meet the
authors of the books in the Challenge.

If you require further information, please see
Ms Goehner in the Library. Go on, be in it, READ READ
READ be a Winner and Winners are Grinners!

Ms Roberta Goehner
Teacher/Librarian

SATURDAY SCHOOL OF COMMUNITY LANGUAGES
The Saturday School of Community Languages offers
language courses to students wishing to study their
background language. Classes run on Saturday
mornings from 8.30am at various high schools. Year 7 —

) 10 classes run for two hours, Year 11 and 12 for three

hours and Extension Courses for four hours. There are
twenty five languages available to study, and are offered
for the School Certificate and Higher School Certificate.
For further information or enrolment forms please
contact Mrs Lisa Strazzeri or go to Enrolment
Information 2010 at :
http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/
secondary/languages/sscl

Mrs Lisa Strazzeri
LOTE Coordinator
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ITALIAN EXCURSION TO HABERFIELD

Last Friday, on the 30" October, Mrs Strazzeri's Year 9
Italian class attended an excursion to Haberfield with
our Cerdon College pen pals, to whom we have been
writing to throughout the year. We went on a journey
throughout Haberfield learning about the history of the
Italian heritage and culture. We tried some of the
traditional Italian delicacies such as bocconcini and
mozzarella and for lunch we had some wood-fired crispy
pizza. The information we gathered through this
excursion was brought back to school to further educate
ourselves and use as revision for our exam week. The
Year 9 Italian class would like to thank Mrs Strazzeri
who put a lot of effort into this excursion and Mr Rafferty
for his excellent bus driving skills.

Luke Meura & Aaron Taverniti
Year 9 Students

There are hundreds of languages in the world,
but a smile speaks them all.

(Anonymous)
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Educating Boys in the tradition of the Patrician Br others since 1953
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CANTEEN ROSTER

Monday Maria Lagana
16.11.2009 Thuy Nguyen

Tuesday Zofie Manche
17.11.2009 Mala Nov

Wednesday
18.11.2009 Rose Bruzzese
MCS UNDER 14 AFL REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday Ritz Ghabach, Shereen Cutrali

19.11.2009 Vivian Costantino

GIFTED SCIENCE STUDENTS’

Friday Sylvana Bustos PRESENTATION NIGHT

20.11.2009 Hoa Nguyen Last Thursday, four students from the College

attended a Presentation Night for those who
participated in the Gifted Science Students’
Workshop throughout the year. Over forty
students participated in the Program with the
workshops being held across the three Sydney
CEO regions. Students were expected to
undertake a scientific investigation completely separate from
their individual school studies and the standard of the
investigations were exceptional. The Presentation Night
allowed the students the opportunity to present their projects

CANTEEN HELP REQUIRED
Help is always needed in the Canteen.

Why not join up with another parent and
come together.

If you can help please contact:

Mr Jim Murphy (Canteen Superviser) on 9728 4488 to other Students, Family, Teachers, Science Coordinators @
) and Principals. The workshops are run along with the CSIRO
Crest Awards and all of the students received a Crest Bronze
Last Week In Sport Award.
MCS BASKETBALL Well done to Sami Isaac (Year 10), Michael Coan, Patrick
The excellent form of the Basketball teams continued last Copas and Martin Do (Year 9) - on successfully achieving their
award.

week, with four wins from four games against Marist Dundas.
After three rounds the A Grade still remain undefeated. Well

done to all teams. Today the teams play St Paul's Greystanes. | Miss Claire Mullen

Gifted Science Students Workshop Facilitator
Next week (19/11) the Basketball teams play St Greg's
Campbelltown (away).

MCS CRICKET

A good week for the Cricket teams last week, with two wins
from three games. The Year 9 Opens won a ‘nail biter’ by two
runs, while the Year 7 Opens won their first game of the
season against Marist Dundas. The 1% XI were defeated by
the same opposition. Today the Year 7’s, Year 9's and the 1%
XI Cricket teams play St Paul's Greystanes, and the 2™ XI play
St Greg’s Campbelltown.

Next week (19/11) the Cricket teams play St Greg's
Campbelltown.

CONGRATULTIONS TO:
Ben Gualterio (Year 7), Andrew Allport , Blake Ashton and
Damien Aviet (Year 8), who were selected in the U/14 MCS
Representative AFL team. The boys represented the MCS
Association in the Pioneer Cup on Tuesday at Homebush.
Well done to all four boys.

Remember, ‘too much sport is barely enough.’

o . (L-R): Sami Isaac, Martin Do, Michael Coan,
Mr Daniel Simonian Patrick Copas

Sports Department
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