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ence - reach out!

2009 Theme: ‘Be the difference that makes a differ

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of the College,

Last weekend we celebrated Rose Sunday indicating that we have reached the halfway point in our
Lenten journey, before entering into Holy Week. It is a time spiritually when we can rest awhile,
recognise how far we have come and refresh ourselves as we set off on the final half of our journey to
be with Jesus in his Passion and Resurrection. Often teachers are vilified by the media for having too
many holidays, Staff Development days and working shorter hours than the average working day.
This type of criticism and comment is borne out of ignorance and lack of understanding for the out-
standing effort and work teachers do each day. Just as we need to take time out for ourselves spiritu-
ally as we journey through Lent, teachers need to have time to refresh themselves and ready them-
selves with time in preparation for the upcoming term(s). Teaching is one of our oldest and most re-
vered professions. Jesus was often referred to us as a teacher, e.g. John 7.53 - ‘At daybreak he
appeared in the temple again; and as all the people came to him, he sat down and began to teach
them’, and in that same way teachers are called by the Holy Spirit to teach with authority, compassion
and diligence. Next Monday (30th March) the staff at the College will engage in a Learning
Symposium with Associate Professor Dr Andrew Martin, currently Senior Research Fellow at the Uni-
versity of Sydney. He is world renowned for his psychological and educational research in achieve-
ment motivation. He will be linking his expertise to Boys Education, Gifted and Talented, Pedagogy,
Parenting and Teacher—Student relationships.

On Tuesday evening, all staff (teaching & support) will be present at the College for the Year 7 2010
Information Open Evening, to showcase our facilities and learning opportunities to prospective
parents. Such commitment by the staff who teach your sons is indicative of their commitment to on-
going professional learning and pride in the College they teach in. | thank them constantly on your
behalf as they make a difference in your son’s life and continue to ‘reach out’. This is what makes
Catholic Schools great. As St Paul in his letter to the Ephesians (2:4-10) reminded us last weekend,
God has so much love for us and ‘we are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good
life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.” Teachers in Catholic Schools continue to strive
to ensure students are reflectors of God'’s art work, a demanding, sometimes daunting task, but one of
total commitment.

As | mentioned a few LINKS back, please inform your friends and neighbours of our Enrolment
Information Evening on Tuesday, 31st March at 7.00pm.

The upcoming Hosanna 09 Weekend on 4th & 5th April will be a wonderful opportunity to show
witness to our faith and support your sons in their spiritual journey. | look forward to catching up with
many of you at the Pilgrimage on Sunday 5th April.

One of the constant ‘battles’ we all confront as parents is the question ‘why’? Often linked to ‘but’,
other parents, schools, have easier rules. Adolescents work on the psyche that we will eventually
give in to constant pleading, nagging, being told we are unfair, unjust, old fashioned, etc. Hold fast to
your values. Sure, there will be times for discussion and compromise especially as your son gets
older, however psychologists such as Dr Andrew Martin and Dr Michael Carr Gregg advise us that
‘tough love’ and setting achievable boundaries is good practice for assisting adolescents in their
maturity process and readying them for the real world. The next time your son tries to convince you
that he is the only person in the world whose parents are too strict simply say yes because we love
you so much, that’s the way it is for the time being. Getting into philosophical arguments with teenag-
ers is not a rational process, and the mono syllable responses they often give are not conducive for
coherent discussion.

As Harold Kushner, best selling Author of 'When Bad Things Happen to Good People’ said:
“When people are loving, brave, truthful, charitable, God is present”.
Best Wishes and God’s Blessings,

Important Dates

Thursday, 26th March
MCS Rugby League/
Football.

Friday, 27th March
Stations of the Cross,
Chapel, 1.15pm.

Monday, 30th March
Yr.12 Mid-Course Exams,
all week.

History Debating
Competition.

Tuesday, 31st March
Yr.7 2010 Information &
Open Evening, 7pm.

Wednesday, 1st April
Pastoral Period, Pd.1.

Thursday, 2nd April
MCS Rugby League/
Football.

Friday, 3rd April
Second Rite of
Reconciliation,

Chapel, 1.15pm.

Please remember in your
prayers:
Recently Deceased
Mr Peter Prince
Mr Leon Baker
Mrs Irma Rojas
Mrs Margaret Sauer
Mr Nguyen

Those Who Are Sick
Br Richard Doheny, fsp
Eileen Marshall

Ron Borg
John Killeen Kathleen Downes
College Principal Sue Mallia
Telephone: 9728 4488 268 The Horsley Drive, Fa irfield NSW 2165.
Fax: 9727 7651 www.pbcf.nsw.edu.au



Educating Boys in the tradition of the Patrician Br

others since 1953

Message from the Religious Education Coordinator:

HOSANNA 09 WEEKEND — 4 "/5™ April 2009

WYD continues with another post WYD initiative. Our theme
in 2009 is 1 Timothy 4:10 “We have set our hope on the
living God.” The weekend of the 4/5™ April is Palm/Passion
Sunday weekend. An invitation is extended to all students in
Years 10, 11, 12 from PBCF and Mary MacKillop College
Wakeley. Registrations will be required as numbers will be
limited to 100 students per school for a sleep-over. Cost for
each registration will be $10. All registration forms MUST be
handed to Mr Castellino. There are still places available for
this event. This is a wonderful opportunity to begin Holy
Week, so give this time some special thought. Families and
Parish groups are invited to join the students on S unday
morning at Mary MacKillop College for the Blessing of
the Palms and Procession to St Benedict's Church,
Smithfield. Information letters can be obtained from Mr Cas-
tellino. Any questions please see Mr Neaves or Mr Castellino.

CARITAS AUSTRALIA - Project Compassion Giving
Programme
. This year has seen an increased
Carltas need placed on Carlta_ls Au_strall_ajs
Alsirally resources. The global financial crisis
' ~ has seen Caritas reach further into
helping those communities struggling in many countries
around the globe. | encourage staff and students to continue
the College’s Patrician tradition of unselfish support for this
Programme. The Programme will conclude on Holy Thurs-
day, 9" April.

@ LENTEN OBSERVANCE - PRAYER

The Stations of the Cross  will be
recited in the Chapel at lunchtime this
Friday. This is a wonderful Catholic
tradition of meditating on the Passion of
Our Lord during his final hours and real-
ising God’'s immense love for our salva-
tion. | encourage staff and students to
be part of this prayer during Lent.

OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY FAIRFIELD -

PARISH MISSION

Monday 23 " March to Tuesday 31  March

Topics : Thursday 26 " March 7.30pm — Confession

Friday 27 " March 7.30pm — The Great Means of Salvation
During last week and this week, Mission Priest, Father Pat
Keenan C.ss.R, has spoken to a number of Year Groups in
the College Hall. I'm sure the students and staff attending
have found Father's words very interesting and enlightening.
Let us continue to pray for the success of this Mission.

MISSION PRAYER

Holy Spirit of God come change our lives.
Make this time of our Parish Mission a new Pentecost
for each of us.

Enliven our FAITH, so that with Mary as our example we may
become more faithful members of God’s family.
Strengthen our HOPE, so that we can respond as real
Christians to the needs of our modern world.
Inflame us with your LOVE that we may reach out
to all people.

We thank you Blessed Trinity.

We praise you Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICES - YOUTH CAMP
R Catholic Youth Services, Archdiocese of Sydney,
is offering a Youth Camp for students in Years
c’_;.';\'; 9-12, during the Easter school holidays from
=::o  Friday 17" April to Sunday 19™ April 2009. CYS
* are the Archdiocese Youth Retreat Team that will
* O Geliver retreats to Years 8 and 9 this year. The
‘*' Camp will be held at the Benedict XVI Retreat
Centre at Grose Vale. The cost is $100 and
includes all meals and accommodation (the cost
can be negotiated). If you would like more information please
see Mr Neaves.

¥

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION

As we approach the end of our Lenten
observance and prepare ourselves for the
coming of Easter the need for self exami-
nation and reconciliation with the Lord is
ever more present. On Friday, 3™ April,
the Second Rite of Reconciliation will
be celebrated in the Chapel from
1.15pm. This opportunity should not be
missed and | encourage students, staff and parents to make
time this day for the Sacrament. As always a number of priests
will be available and the opportunity will go beyond lunch. Our
normal First Friday Mass will not be celebrated on this particu-
lar Friday.

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION
P We have now approached the half-way
;\ mark of our Lenten observance. The
y readings from the Fourth Sunday of Lent
suggest to us a need to become serious
/4 about our life’'s journey. Are we drifting
"4 from Christ and becoming preoccupied
with the more material worldly things?
# Have we honoured our commitment to
Lent through prayer, fasting, almsgiving
and penance which draws us closer to
Christ? Jesus challenges us to step into the light, the light that
is himself, the truth, and despise the darkness. As Jesus
spoke to Nicodemus he also speaks to us, “God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not be lost but may have eternal life.”
(John 3:14)

Maria Duce
St Patrick, pray for us
Live Jesus in our hearts, forever

Mr Christopher Neaves
Religious Education Coordinator

LIBRARY MONITORS

The Library Monitors Edison Chin, David Vu, Michael Fusco,
Patrick Copas, Michael Coan, Sammy Carbone, Jason

Bitar, Thomas Claxton, Matias Bolla, Qian Wang, Jos eph
Mansour, Liam Spagnolo, Luke Sartoretto, Novneal Ku mar
and Duc Duong are giving service to the clientele of the
Library. This group of students assist one day a week in the
Circulation Desk Area if they are Year 9 students and the Work
Room Area if they are Year 8 students. Their work is very
much appreciated by the students and the Library Staff. Dedi-
cation, consistency and efficiency are the qualities and skill
aimed for. The Library Monitors who achieve these goals are
in future years good candidates for the School Prefect Body.

Roberta Goehner
Teacher/Librarian
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Striving for Educational Excellence in the Patricia

n Tradition

Message from the Assistant Principal:

Term 1 will conclude at 2.30pm on Thursday 9th April for all
students and staff. Term 2 will commence for all students and
staff on Tuesday 28 ™ April 2009 . This follows the Anzac Day
Public Holiday on Monday 27" April. Students are to attend
school until the last day of Term 1 and commence Term 2 in
full College winter uniform, including blazers.

WINTER UNIFORM
The College winter uniform is to be worn by all students from
the start of Term 2. The Uniform Shop has stock and is open
each school day for any purchases. The summer uniform has
been worn well by most students and | thank the parents for
their support in keeping the good image of the College intact.

INTERIM REPORTS
The Interim Report is a most important document
and form of communication between the College
and the home. It is designed to provide parents
and students with a snapshot of Term 1 indicat-
ing achievements and areas for improvement in
each course of study.

If the Interim Report is pleasing, then rejoice in this with your
son, as this is a good indicator of academic performance. If the
report is a mixture of success and disappointment, then rejoice
in the successes and discuss with your son the disappointment
and how these could be improved upon. If the report is largely
disappointing, then realise that it is a disappointment for your
son as well as for you. Rational analysis, of the Interim Report
will be more productive than over reacting. Seek advice from
your son’s teachers, and Coordinators about how improve-
ments can be achieved. | wish to thank the staff for their efforts
in the mammoth task of preparing the Interim Reports in only a
few short weeks.

It is always important to remember the focus of our educational
efforts. A Catholic education is about our students, your sons
and what we hope for them in the future. The response to this
challenge in our College has always been about the whole
person. We wish for your sons that they can share our faith,
share our concerns for others, find talent and achieve well
academically. Such a challenge is always complex, though it
depends on the interaction in a positive way between parents
and teachers, child and parent and, teacher and students.

In this kind of thinking, there must be continual emphasis on
effective communication. It has to be worked on in our busy
schedules. Teachers need to know where students are up to in
their learning and parents need constantly to talk to their sons
about their progress. Parents and teachers must also take the
time to communicate directly. Interim Reports are one way to
do this, but also as parents, contact the College and discuss
matters about your sons with us. We welcome it.

The communication that | talk about above will continue in
Term 2 with the Parent/Teacher Evenings. In past Newsletters,
we have included the dates for Parent/Teacher Evenings for all
Year Groups. Please note them in your diary or on the family
calendar. All parents need to attend the Parent/Teacher
Evenings to discuss their son’s academic progress.

Interim Reports for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will be di  stributed
on the last day of Term 1. Year 11 Reports will be  distrib-
uted at Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews on Tuesda Y,
12" May. Year 12 will receive the Mid-Course Reports  at
the Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews on Monday,

18" May.

Wayne Marshall
Assistant Principal

PATRICIAN BROTHERS’ COLLEGE, FAIRFIELD
ENROLMENTS - 2010 ADVANCE NOTICE

Enrol NOW for 2010 — Years 7 to 12.

All applications must be completed and returned to the College
office by Friday 26th May 2006.

Open Evening — Tuesday 31 ' March, 2009 in the
College Jubilee Hall, 7.00 pm.

Tour of the College available and Principal’s Addre  ss from

7.00pm.

Enrolment Packages will be distributed at the
Open Evening.

PLEASE SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS AND TELL OTHERS
ABOUT THE ENROLMENT DOCUMENTS FOR
FAIRFIELD PATS.

PUBLIC SPEAKING NEWS

Last Friday night at Brigidine College
Randwick, Aaron Taverniti of Year 9
and David Costantino of Year 7 com-
peted in what was a very tough field in
the Grand Final of the prestigious Catho-
lic Schools’ Debating Competition.

Both students spoke exceptionally well in their attempts
to inform and persuade their respective audiences.

To have two students reach the Grand Final of this Com-
petition is outstanding and Aaron and David are to be
congratulated on achieving this accolade. The College
congratulates them both on their success.

Thank you to Mr Killeen and Ms Lowing , in addition to
College Captain, Daniel Pospischil and College Vice-
Captain Michael Grech for attending on the evening to
support the students.

Mrs Natlene Faro
Public Speaking Coordinator

CASPA WORKSHOP- MUSIC 1

As year 12 students are heading towards their Half-Yearly Ex-
aminations, five students from Year 12 Music 1, Ms Hoerndlein
and | attended the second workshop of ‘Caspa’, Catholic
Schools Performing Arts Sydney on the 23 March 09. After
shortly arriving at Bethlehem College De La Salle Ashfield;
students registered under their instrument category and toured
to our informed classes. As a community we were given tips on
how to perform, breathe properly, focus and deconstruct our
chosen repertoire. Students who attended from the Year 12
Music 1 cohort are as follows: Guitarist — Kevin Lam , Bass
Guitarist — Darren Lim , Vocalists — Andrew Collacico, David
Chor and Brandon Nguyen . As this workshop was free, stu-
dents benefited through achieving a further understanding of
how to perform properly and obtain easy exercising techniques.
In conclusion, | would like to thank Ms Hoerndlein for her sup-
port and Chantelle Ormandy for tutoring the vocal students.
Well done boys!

Brandon Nguyen, Year 12 Music 1 Student.
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Educating Boys in the tradition of the Patrician Br others since 1953

®
Times and venues for next Thursday (2/4) are as follows:
CANTEEN ROSTER
Team Opponent Venue Time
Monday Kris Vassallo 5
30.03.2009 Marie Lagano A Grade Pat. Brothers Pat. Brothers 2pm
Blacktown Blacktown
Tuesday Leane Stibbard Flushcombe Rd
31.03.2009  |Marina Miotto Blacktown
B Grade Pat. Brothers. Pat. Brothers 1pm
Wednesday Rose Bruzzese, Zofia Manche Blacktown Blacktown
1.04.2009 Teresa Costa, Josephine Carboni
u/15 Marist Dundas School Oval 1.30pm
Thursday Rita Ghabach

2.04.2009 Shereem Cutrali

Friday Nhung Dang
3.04.2009 Thuy Phung

Remember, ‘too much sport is barely enough.’

Mr D Simonian
Sports Department

URGENT — CANTEEN HELP REQUIRED
There are still days in need of help in the
Canteen. Why not join up with another
parent and come together. If you can help
please contact:

Mr Jim Murphy (Canteen Superviser) on
9728 4488.

Last Week In Sport

MCS Soccer

A great start for the MCS Soccer teams in Round 1 with

four wins (A Grade, B Grade, Year 9 and Year 8), one
® draw (Year 7) and only one loss (Year 10) from our six
games. Special mention this week goes to the A Grade
for a commanding 7-1 win over Marist Eastwood. Today
the boys will play the traditionally strong St Greg's MCS SOCCER
Campbelltown. Please note the details below are for
NEXT Thursday’'s games.

The times and venues for NEXT Thursday (2/4) are as follows:

‘GUITAR LESSONS FOR ALL AGES AND LEVELS

Team Opponent Venue Time OF EXPERIENCE’
A Holy Cross Holy Cross Ryde 2pm From Term 1 2009, ‘My Guitar School’ will
Grade Ryde 517 Victoria Rd be offering group guitar lessons to
Ryde students at Patrician Brothers’ College

B Holy Cross Holy Cross Ryde 1pm Fairfield. Having been in business for over
Grade Ryde 10 years, their courses are designed to
Year 10 Holy Cross Knight Park 2pm allow students to learn within a group at an

Ryde easy and fun pace.
Year? Holy ((eross Knight Park 1pm Supplying affordable, quality Guitar Education Programs
Yoar B Holsy(:reoss Knight Park om ‘My Guitar .School's’ course content covers a broad
Ryde range of gunar_styles _Sl_Jch as Rock, Blues,_ Jazz, and
Yoar 7 Holy Cross Knight Park Tom Classical. Thelr. specifically devel.oped . high school
Ryde courses are designed so that a beginner in Year 7 can

be playing at a very high standard by the time they
MCS League reach their Senior school years.

A tough start for the two League teams that played their ||l Classes will be held on Wednesdays (with students
opening games last week, with the A Grade going down ||l being rotated according to their timetable so they don't
12-0 in a hard fought contest to St Dominic’s and the ||| miss the same lesson subject each week), cost $15

U/15’s losing by only 8 points to All Saints Liverpool. (plus GST) per lesson and are invoiced in advance per
Today the A Grade play Parramatta Marist, and the term.
B Grade and the U/15's both play St Greg's Campbell- |l For more information or an Enrolment Form, please see

town. Please note the details below are for NEXT Ms Hoerndlein .
Thursday's games.
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